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Peter received his first piano lessons like his two brothers before him at the age of six. Soon after that he discovered his elder brother’s guitar and started to appreciate that instrument as well. Actually one of the first concerts of the Beets Brothers saw Peter playing the guitar as there was no piano available.

After being taught by his mother for some years he was put in the hands of a very senior piano-teacher at the conservatory for private lessons albeit still in classical music. But he had discovered jazz and from his twelfth year on he played mainstream beside his classical exercises. After high school he enrolled into the Royal Conservatory in The Hague, where he graduated with honours.

In 1988 Peter won the prestigious Pall Mall Swing Award and a year later the Princess Christina Award. In 1998 he finished his conservatory studies, and won the Parisian Prix Martial Solal, yet another prize, the Concours de Solistes de Jazz in Monaco was his in 2000. 

Peter is a magisterial piano-player. His first time in The United States leading music-periodical Down Beat described his playing with the words “exciting solo’s”, “strong playing”, “straight ahead excellence” and “a world class jazz act”. In later years critics wrote about him in terms as “the best young pianist I’ve heard in the last ten years” (Jazzscene) and “impeccable technique, incisive sense of swing”(Jazzwise)  Peter’s playing on the piano is characterized by a tremendously high level of touch, timing and technique. Added to this is an enormous drive and eloquence.

After six Beets Brothers albums and his first trio-cd produced in The Netherlands, he in 2001 crossed the Atlantic to record the album “New York Trio”, with the rhythm-tandem Rodney Whitaker and Willie Jones III. After the sequel, “New York Trio Page Two” recorded with the world-famous Larry Grenadier on bass he made a third American cd, not surprisingly called “New York Trio Page Three”. This time with Reginald Veal on bass and drummer Herlin Riley, known from the group around Wynton Marsalis. In October 2007 his most recent album was released. This time without drums, but with the strength of piano, guitar and bass, recorded in New York featuring Joe Cohn (guitar) and Reuben Rogers (bass).

He performed live with almost all known jazz-giants, most notably an extraordinary duet for two grand piano’s and big band with Chick Corea in the big hall of the renowned  Amsterdam Concertgebouw.

